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As  in  1979  (1)  and  1982  (2),  the  State  Center  for 
Health  Statistics  has  undertaken  analysis  of  race-specific 
sociodemographic,  natality,  mortality,  and  morbidity 
data  focusing  on  the  relative  status  of  the  state's  American 
Indian  residents.  In  addition  to  this  report,  which  pur- 
ports to  highlight  findings  for  the  information  of  other 
researchers  interested  in  the  health  status  of  N.C.  race 
groups,  additional  data  for  20  counties  (those  having  300 
or  more  Indian  residents  in  1980)  have  been  provided  to 
the  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs. 

In  past  projects  for  the  Commission,  existing  data  were 
heavily  utilized,  one  result  being  that  we  were  unable  to 
study  infant  mortality  in  relation  to  underlying  infant  and 
maternal  characteristics.  In  the  current  effort,  we  have 
concentrated  our  efforts  in  the  utilization  of  the  linked 
infant  death  and  birth  records  in  order  to  study  outcomes 
for  various  subgroups  of  the  1 979-83  birth  cohort.  Thus, 
some  of  the  material  in  this  report  represents  entirely  new 
information  relative  to  infant  health  among  the  state's 
Indian  population. 

As  discussed  at  length  in  the  previous  report  (2),  race- 
identity  patterns  appear  to  have  changed  significantly  dur- 
ing the  1 970s  and  to  have  affected  dissimilarly  the  numer- 
ators (births,  deaths,  etc.)  and  denominators  (population 
counts)  of  vital  statistics  rates.  Hence,  population-based 
rates  for  Indians  are  not  reliable  and  hence  are  not  utilized 
in  this  report. 


In  most  of  the  tables  of  this  report,  data  are  shown 
separately  for  reservation  and  nonreservation  Indians;  the 
former  are  comprised  of  Indians  residing  in  Graham, 
Jackson,  and  Swain  counties.  Due  to  the  statistical  prob- 
lem of  small  numbers  of  events,  many  of  the  rates — 
particularly  single-year  rates  for  Indians — may  be  asso- 
ciated with  large  random  errors. 


POPULATION  CHARACTERISTICS 

At  the  time  of  the  1980  Census,  residents  reporting 
race  as  American  Indian  numbered  64,536  and  accounted 
for  1.1%  of  the  total  N.C.  population.  Fifty-five  percent 
lived  in  Robeson  County  and  accounted  for  35%  of  that 
county's  population.  Another  8.2%  lived  in  the  Cherokee 
Reservation  counties  of  Graham,  Jackson  and  Swain. 
Other  counties  with  sizable  Indian  populations  include 
Columbus,  Cumberland,  Hoke,  Jackson,  and  Scotland. 
(2) 

For  the  purposes  of  this  report,  health  indicators  from 
the  1980  Census  (3-5)  have  been  grouped  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  sociodemographic  characteristic 
reported.  In  some  cases,  the  Census  has  reported  data  for 
American  Indians,  Eskimos,  and  Aleuts  as  a  group,  but  as 
shown  in  Table  1,  the  number  of  Eskimos  and  Aleuts  is 
extremely  small,  accounting  for  less  than  0.2%  of  the 
combined  group. 


In  the  indicators  of  Table  2,  "own  children"  refers  to 
sons  and  daughters,  including  stepchildren  and  adopted 
children,  of  the  householder  who  are  single  (never  mar- 
ried) and  under  18  years  of  age.  The  following  statements 
summarize  the  several  groups  of  1980  Census  indicators, 
arranged  alphabetically: 

Demographics  —  American  Indians  residing  in  N.C.  in 
1980  were  more  apt  than  their  black  or  white  counter- 
parts to  be  young  and  male,  and  they  were  far  more  likely 
to  live  in  rural  areas. 

Economics  —  Earnings  and  income  levels  of  Indian  resi- 
dents were  well  below  those  of  whites  but  about  the  same 
as  those  of  blacks  except  that  Indians  in  female-headed 
families  were  slightly  more  likely  than  their  black  coun- 
terparts to  live  in  poverty.  On  the  other  hand,  among 
families  and  unrelated  individuals  below  poverty  in  1979, 
median  income  levels  were  higher  for  Indians  than  for 
either  whites  or  blacks  even  though  Indians  were  less 
likely  than  blacks  to  receive  public  assistance  income. 
Among  whites  below  poverty,  the  low  percentage  receiv- 
ing public  assistance  income  would  reflect,  to  some 
extent,  the  older  age  of  the  white  population;  more  whites 
than  others  were  recipients  of  social  security  income. 

Education  —  Indians,  and  particularly  males,  were  less 
well  educated  than  blacks  and  whites. 

Family  Structure  —  Indian  families  were  more  likely 
than  white  families  but  less  likely  than  black  families  to  be 
headed  by  a  female;  they  were  more  apt  than  either  white 
or  black  families  to  include  children,  two-thirds  of  whom 
lived  in  married-couple  families.  On  the  average,  Indian 
families  were  larger  than  black  families  and  much  larger 
than  white  families. 

Fertility  —  In  terms  of  children  ever  born,  Indian  fertility 
was  greater  than  that  of  white  and  black  women. 

Housing  —  While  overcrowding  appeared  more  fre- 
quent among  Indians,  lack  of  complete  plumbing  was  less 
a  problem  of  Indians  than  of  blacks.  Indians  were  also 
more  likely  than  blacks  to  own  their  homes  and  at  a 
slightly  higher  median  value. 

Labor  Force  Participation  —  Blacks,  whites  and  Indians 
were  about  equally  likely  to  be  in  the  labor  force  though 
Indian  wives  were  some  less  likely  than  black  wives  to 
have  worked.  Among  women  heads  of  household  16  and 
over  with  children  under  6,  blacks  and  Indians  were  less 
likely  than  whites  to  work.  Compared  to  both  blacks  and 
whites,  Indian  workers  were  younger  and  less  well 
educated. 


Compared  to  whites,  Indians  and  blacks  were  about  half 
as  likely  to  work  in  traditional  "white  collar"  occupa- 
tions. Blacks  more  than  whites  and  Indians  more  than 
blacks  worked  in  manufacturing  and  related  occupations 
and  in  farming,  forestry  and  fishing.  Indians  were  less 
likely  than  blacks  to  work  in  "service"  jobs  while  Indians 
and  blacks  worked  for  some  level  of  government  more 
often  than  whites. 

Marital  Status  —  Less  than  whites  but  more  than  blacks, 
Indian  females  1 5  and  older  were  likely  to  be  married  and 
living  with  their  husbands.  They  were  less  likely  to  be 
widowed,  about  equally  likely  as  others  to  be  divorced 
and  some  less  likely  than  whites  to  have  married  more 
than  once. 

(Note;  For  17  counties  having  400  or  more  Indian  resi- 
dents in  1980,  selected  sociodemographic  and  housing 
data  for  Indians  are  available  in  census  publications  (3,4). 
Those  counties  are:  Columbus,  Cumberland,  Forsyth, 
Guilford,  Halifax,  Harnett,  Hoke,  Jackson,  Mecklenburg, 
Onslow,  Richmond,  Robeson,  Sampson,  Scotland, 
Swain,  Wake,  and  Warren.) 


NATALITY  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  following  explanations  apply  to  the  data  of  Tables 
3-14: 

Race  —  Since  this  report  uses  matched  birth  and  infant 
death  records  (except  in  Table  9),  data  will  reflect  infant's 
race  at  birth  and  not  as  listed  on  the  death  certificate. 

In  past  reports  (1,2),  we  have  noted  discrepancies  between 
race  at  birth  and  race  at  death,  usually  in  the  direction  of 
some  infants  being  counted  Indian  at  birth  but  white  at 
death.  Race  at  death  is  that  recorded  by  the  funeral 
director. 

Births  Under  2500  Grams  —  Definition  of  prematurity 
recommended  by  the  World  Health  Organization,  1950. 

Mothers  With  Risk  Factor(s)  —  Mothers  in  the  follow- 
ing categories:  age  below  18  or  above  34,  education  under 
9  or  9-1 1  years,  unmarried  legal  status,  parity  greater  than 
3,  history  of  a  prior  fetal  death  or  death  of  a  liveborn. 

Mothers  With  Inadequate  Prenatal  Care  —  Based  on  an 
index  developed  by  Kessner  (6)  that  takes  into  account 
month  of  first  visit,  number  of  visits  and  gestational  age  at 
delivery. 


Fetal  Death  Rate  —  Fetal  deaths  (stillbirths)  per  1 ,000 
deliveries  (live  births  plus  fetal  deaths). 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  —  Deaths  under  28  days  per  1 ,000 
live  births. 

Postneonatal  Death  Rate  —  Deaths  28  days  to  1  year  per 
1,000  neonatal  survivors  (live  births  minus  neonatal 
deaths).  Data  cover  only  the  four  birth  years  1979-1982 
because  1984  postneonatal  deaths  among  the  1983  birth 
cohort  are  not  yet  complete. 

In/ant  Death  Rate  —  Deaths  under  1  year  per  1 ,000  live 
births.  For  the  reason  cited  above  for  postneonatal 
deaths,  infant  death  rates  cover  only  the  four  birth  years 
1979-1982. 

Percent  Change  —  A  "p-value"  given  in  parentheses  in 
Tables  10-14  indicates  the  level  at  which  the  difference 
between  the  beginning  and  ending  rates  is  statistically 
significant,  i.e.,  the  chances  that  the  measured  difference 
does  not  represent  a  "true"  difference  are  less  than  5  in 
100  (p  <.05)  or  1  in  100  (p  <.01).  The  absence  of  a 
p-value  indicates  that  the  difference  is  not  statistically 
significant  even  though  the  absolute  difference  in  rates 
may  be  large.  This  circumstance  occurs  when  the  numbers 
of  events  are  not  sufficiently  large  to  support  findings  for  a 
"true"  difference. 


Birth  Characteristics  and  Infant  Outcome 

Separately  for  blacks,  whites,  and  American  Indians, 
Tables  3-6  show  annual  numbers  and  multi-year  numbers 
and  rates  for  categories  of  live  births  and  fetal,  neonatal, 
and  postneonatal  deaths.  As  shown  by  the  1979-83  per- 
centages of  Table  3,  Indians  were  more  likely  than  whites 
but  less  likely  than  blacks  to  have  a  low-weight  infant,  to 
be  of  low  maternal  age  (under  18),  or  to  give  birth  out  of 
wedlock;  these  differences  are  all  statistically  significant  at 
p<.01.  However,  Indian  mothers  were  more  likely  than 
either  black  or  white  mothers  to  be  poorly  educated 
(p<.01)  and  more  likely  than  white  mothers  to  be  of  high 
parity  or  to  have  had  one  or  more  previous  liveborn 
infants  to  die  (p<.01).  Taken  as  a  whole,  maternal  risk 
factors  were  present  among  70%  of  Indian  mothers  versus 
44%  of  white  mothers  and  73%  of  black  mothers.  Each  of 
these  differences  is  statistically  significant  at  p  <.01. 

Comparing  the  1979-83  fetal  death  rates  of  Table  4,  the 
Indian  rate  is  found  to  be  significantly  higher  than  the  rate 
for  whites  (p  <.05)  and  significantly  lower  than  the  rate 
for  blacks  (p  <.01).  At  mature  weights  (2500+  grams), 
however,  the  Indian  rate  was  significantly  higher  than 
either  the  white  or  black  rate  (p  <.05).  For  the  several 


maternal  characteristics  examined,  the  Indian  fetal  death 
rate  was  significantly  higher  than  the  corresponding  white 
rate  for  mothers  18-34,  mothers  who  were  married,  and 
mothers  with  no  history  of  a  previous  liveborn  who  died. 
Finally,  among  mothers  with  one  or  more  risk  factors,  the 
fetal  death  rate  for  Indians  was  higher  than  that  for  whites 
but  significantly  lower  than  that  for  blacks  (p  <.05). 

Examining  the  neonatal  death  rates  of  Table  5 ,  the  total 
Indian  rate  is  again  found  to  be  significantly  higher  than 
the  rate  for  whites  (p  <.01)  and  significantly  lower  than 
the  rate  for  blacks  (p  <.05).  However,  at  weights  under 
1500  grams  and  2500+  grams,  the  Indian  rates  exceeded 
those  of  both  whites  and  blacks,  though  not  significantly. 
The  reader  will  also  note  the  high  rate  among  white  infants 
weighing  1500-2499  grams;  that  rate  (23.9)  is  signifi- 
cantly higher  than  the  black  rate  ( 14.5)  at  p<.01.  Mean- 
while, among  mothers  with  one  or  more  risk  factors,  the 
neonatal  death  rate  is  found  to  be  significantly  lower  for 
Indians  than  for  blacks  (p  <.01 ). 

Finally,  from  Table  6,  the  postneonatal  death  rate  of 
Indians  is  found  to  be  particularly  excessive,  the  excess 
over  the  white  rate  being  statistically  significant  at  a  very 
high  level  (p<.001 ).  Compared  to  either  whites  or  blacks, 
an  Indian  excess  is  noted  in  all  weight  and  maternal 
categories,  and  the  Indian-white  differences  are  significant 
for  all  categories  involving  10  or  more  Indian  deaths. 
Significant  Indian-black  differences  are  also  observed 
among  mothers  under  18  and  parity  1  mothers;  the  differ- 
ence among  mature-weight  infants  barely  misses  statistical 
significance. 

To  summarize  the  data  of  Tables  3-6: 

•  Low  education  (under  9  and  9-11  years)  is  far 
more  prevalent  among  Indian  mothers  (47%)  than 
among  white  mothers  (25%)  or  black  mothers 
(36%). 

•  Comparing  levels  of  prematurity,  births  under  age 
18,  births  out  of  wedlock,  and  fetal  and  neonatal 
mortality,  Indian  rates  are  significantly  higher  than 
those  of  whites  and  significantly  lower  than  those 
of  blacks. 

•  At  mature  weights  (2500+  grams),  Indian  fetal 
and  neonatal  death  rates  are  higher  than  those  of 
both  blacks  and  whites;  the  fetal  death  rate  differ- 
ences are  statistically  significant. 

•  At  low  levels  of  education,  the  fetal  and  neonatal 
death  rates  of  Indians  are  more  like  those  of  whites 
than  those  of  blacks. 


Compared  to  whites,  Indian  fetal  and  neonatal 
excesses  involve  low-risk  maternal  categories  to  a 
large  extent. 

In  total  and  in  ALL  birthweight  and  maternal 
categories,  Indian  postneonatal  death  rates  are 
higher  than  those  of  both  whites  and  blacks.  Com- 
pared to  either  whites  or  blacks,  statistically  signif- 
icant Indian  excesses  occurred  among  young 
mothers  and  para  1  mothers. 


Prenatal  Care  and  Infant  Outcome 

Compared  to  white  mothers  giving  birth  during  1979- 
83  (Table  7),  Indian  mothers  were  much  less  likely  to 
have  had  adequate  care  and  far  more  likely  to  have  had 
intermediate  or  inadequate  care.  Compared  to  blacks, 
Indians  were  to  some  extent  more  likely  to  have  had 
adequate  care  with  nonreservation  Indians  being  less 
likely  to  have  had  inadequate  care.  Inadequate  care 
appears  especially  prevalent  among  reservation  Indian 
mothers. 

For  reservation  Indians,  the  death  rates  of  Table  7  are 
based  on  small  numbers  and  involve  inconsistent  pat- 
terns. For  whites,  blacks,  and  nonreservation  Indians, 
however,  there  is  generally  an  inverse  relationship 
between  level  of  prenatal  care  and  each  of  fetal,  neonatal, 
and  postneonatal  mortality.  In  the  presence  of  adequate 
care,  the  fetal  death  rate  of  nonreservation  Indians 
appears  especially  low,  being  lower  than  that  of  either 
whites  or  blacks.  At  the  same  time,  in  the  presence  of 
inadequate  care,  the  fetal,  neonatal,  and  postneonatal 
mortality  of  nonreservation  Indians  appears  higher  than 
that  of  either  whites  or  blacks.  Thus  it  would  seem  that  the 
relationship  between  prenatal  care  and  pregnancy  out- 
come is  generally  stronger  for  nonreservation  Indians 
than  for  others. 

Among  the  20  counties  selected  for  study,  the  numbers 
of  Indian  births  are  generally  quite  small,  as  shown  in 
Table  8.  However,  it  is  noted  that  Robeson  County — 
accounting  for  54%  of  the  state's  1979-83  Indian  live 
births — largely  accounts  also  for  the  relatively  favorable 
prenatal  care  status  of  Indians  versus  blacks.  During  the 
period  of  study,  Robeson  Indians  were  far  less  likely  than 
Robeson  blacks  to  have  had  inadequate  care,  and  that 
difference  is  statistically  significant  at  a  very  high  level 
(p<.001). 


SIDS  Deaths 

For  the  state  and  selected  counties,  Table  9  shows  for 
each  race  group  the  1979-83  number  of  deaths  and  death 
rates  for  sudden  infant  death  syndrome  as  the  underlying 
cause.  As  noted  in  previous  reports  (1,2),  Indian  infants 
appear  to  die  from  SIDS  more  often  than  black  infants 
and  far  more  often  than  white  infants,  which  would  par- 
tially account  for  excessive  postneonatal  loss  among  Indi- 
ans. During  the  1979-83  period,  the  SIDS  rate  for  Indians 
was  3.5  per  1,000  live  births,  exceeding  the  black  rate  by 
30%  and  the  white  rate  by  169%.  However,  among  Robe- 
son infants,  who  accounted  for  11  of  the  state's  27  Indian 
deaths  from  SIDS,  the  black  rate  (3.7)  exceeded  the 
Indian  rate  (2.6).  The  reader  will  also  note  the  excep- 
tionally high  black  rate  (7.7)  in  Columbus  as  well  as 
Scotland's  excesses  in  all  race  groups. 


Recent  Trends 

As  shown  in  Table  10,  the  numbers  of  live  births  in 
each  race  group  generally  fluctuated  over  the  period  of 
study  with  relatively  little  net  change  between  1979  and 
1983.  At  the  same  time,  prematurity  declined  slightly, 
except  among  reservation  Indians,  and  the  percentages  of 
mothers  with  one  or  more  risk  factors  also  declined. 
Reductions  in  prematurity  and  maternal  risk  were  greater 
for  whites  than  for  others,  and  those  changes  were  statisti- 
cally significant.  Table  10  also  reveals  that,  for  both 
whites  and  blacks,  the  percentage  of  mothers  with  inade- 
quate care  dropped  significantly  between  1979  and  1983. 
Further,  the  reader  will  note  that,  throughout  the  period 
of  study,  levels  of  prematurity,  maternal  risk,  and  inade- 
quate care  were  consistently  lower  among  whites  and 
higher  among  blacks  than  among  nonreservation  Indians. 

Due  to  the  small  numbers  of  annual  deaths  among 
Indians,  Indian  death  rates  are  not  given  in  Tables  11-14 
(see  table  footnotes).  Rates  for  whites  and  blacks  reveal 
the  following: 

•  Whites  have  recently  experienced  statistically  signif- 
icant reductions  in  fetal  mortality  (Table  1 1 ). 

•  Blacks  have  recently  experienced  statistically  signif- 
icant reductions  in  neonatal  and  postneonatal  mor- 
tality (Tables  12  and  13). 


•  Among  white  premature  infants,  the  postneonatal 
death  rate  rose  50%  between  1979  and  1982  (Table 
13);  the  increase  falls  just  short  of  being  statistically 
significant. 


INDUCED  ABORTIONS 

Table  15  shows  the  numbers  of  1983  resident  and 
occurrence  abortions  for  the  state  and  selected  counties. 
Half  of  Indian  abortions  were  to  Robeson  residents,  and 
half  of  Indian  abortions  occurred  in  Cumberland  County. 
In  1980,  the  numbers  of  resident  and  occurrence  Indian 
abortions  were  227  and  232  respectively  (2). 

As  shown  in  Table  16,  the  fraction  of  total  reported 
pregnancies  that  resulted  in  abortions  is  far  lower  for 
Indians  than  for  whites  or  blacks.  Unlike  whites  and 
blacks,  nonreservation  Indians  experienced  a  sizable 
increase  (12%)  in  the  fraction  between  1980  and  1983; 
however,  numbers  involved  in  the  county-level  increases 
were  generally  small.  Mecklenburg  County's  increases — 
from  9  to  20  in  the  number  of  abortions  and  from  243  to 
465  in  the  fraction — were  the  outstanding  increases  for 
Indians,  and  these  coincided  with  increased  numbers  and 
fractions  among  white  and  black  Mecklenburg  residents 
as  well. 


MORTALITY 

As  previously  noted,  the  reported  race  of  a  decedent  is 
that  recorded  by  the  funeral  director;  thus,  it  may  some- 
times be  only  that  person's  judgement  rather  than  infor- 
mation from  informed  sources.  The  resulting  errors  in 
mortality  statistics  are  particularly  bothersome  for  Indi- 
ans since  the  number  of  deaths  is  relatively  small  com- 
pared to  the  numbers  for  whites  and  blacks. 

Keeping  this  in  mind,  the  reader  will  find  state  and 
county  race-specific  death  counts  and  median  ages  at 
death  tabulated  in  Table  17.  Of  the  707  Indian  deaths 
during  1982-83,  two-thirds  were  to  residents  of  Robeson 
County. 

Comparing  1979-81  and  1982-83  median  ages  at 
death,  it  is  seen  that  the  increase  was  greater  for  blacks  and 
Indians  (2  years)  than  for  whites  ( 1  year),  but  the  median 
for  whites  remains  5  years  higher  than  that  for  blacks  and 
10  years  higher  than  that  for  Indians.  The  median  for 
reservation  Indians  actually  declined  2  years  between 
1979-81  and  1982-83,  and  the  median  for  Robeson  Indi- 
ans rose  by  only  1  year.  Many  of  the  other  county-level 
medians  are  based  on  extremely  small  numbers. 


For  each  race  group,  Table  18  shows  1982-83  age- 
specific  percentage  distributions  of  deaths  and  median 
ages  at  death  by  underlying  cause  of  death.  As  previously 
observed  (1),  Indian  decedents  were  more  likely  than 
others  to  have  died  of  violent  causes  and  less  likely  to  have 
died  of  cancer.  Compared  to  others,  reservation  Indian 
decedents  were  especially  likely  to  die  of  diabetes  but  less 
likely  to  die  of  heart  disease,  stroke  and  influenza/ 
pneumonia. 

When  the  percentage  distributions  of  1982-83  deaths 
are  compared  to  those  in  1977  ( 1 ),  it  is  seen  that  all  race 
groups  but  especially  Indians  experienced  reduced  per- 
centages due  to  accidents;  the  Indian  percentage  due  to 
motor  vehicle  accidents  dropped  24%  and  the  percentage 
due  to  non-motor-vehicle  accidents  dropped  40%.  Sui- 
cide and  homicide  percentages  for  Indians  also  declined, 
by  24  and  48  percent  respectively. 

The  trouble  with  percentage  distributions  is  that,  when 
one  percentage  goes  down,  another  must  go  up.  Hence,  all 
race  groups  and  especially  Indians  experienced  increased 
percentages  due  to  cancer;  the  Indian  percentage  for 
cancer  and  heart  disease  both  rose  by  a  third.  Whites, 
blacks  and  Indians  all  experienced  reductions  in  the  per- 
centage due  to  stroke,  and  Indians  also  experienced  a 
reduced  percentage  due  to  atherosclerosis. 

Examining  the  median  ages  of  Table  18,  it  is  seen  that 
reservation  Indian  decedents  were  particularly  young  in 
the  case  of  death  from  stroke,  diabetes  and  non-motor- 
vehicle  accidents.  Also,  the  median  age  of  nonreservation 
Indian  decedents  was  at  least  5  years  below  average  in  the 
case  of  death  from  heart  disease,  diabetes,  pneumonia/in- 
fluenza, non-motor-vehicle  accidents,  and  suicide.  Still, 
compared  to  median  ages  during  1979-81  (2),  1982-83 
medians  were  higher  in  the  case  of  nonreservation  Indian 
deaths  from  motor  vehicle  and  other  accidents  as  well  as 
homicide. 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

As  shown  by  the  frequencies  of  Table  19,  some  of  the 
more  notable  recent  changes  in  reported  cases  involve 
venereal  diseases:  reduced  gonorrhea  among  whites  and 
nonreservation  Indians,  increased  syphilis  among  blacks, 
and  increased  nonspecific  urethritis  in  each  race  group, 
especially  blacks.  For  each  race,  cases  of  salmonellosis 
rose,  and  serum  hepatitis  rose  while  infectious  hepatitis 
declined.  Aseptic  meningitis  increased  substantially  among 
blacks  and  whites  while  H.  Influenza  meningitis  cases 
increased  among  nonreservation  Indians.  Blacks  and 
whites  also  experienced  reduced  cases  of  Rocky  Mountain 
spotted  fever. 


Concerning  black  and  white  reductions  in  tuberculosis, 
some  portion  of  the  decrease  is  due  to  required  verifica- 
tion of  the  diagnosis,  beginning  in  1981.  Similarly,  the 
sharp  increase  in  nonspecific  urethritis  may  be  attributa- 
ble to  two  reporting  factors:  reporting  was  not  required 
until  January  1984  and,  due  to  improved  diagnostic  tech- 
niques, some  cases  formerly  reported  as  gonorrhea  may 
now  be  classified  as  nonspecific  urethritis.  This  may  also 
account  for  some  of  the  white  and  Indian  decline  in 
gonorrhea. 


SUMMARY 

The  data  of  this  report  provide  both  encouraging  and 
discouraging  information  about  the  relative  health  status 
of  the  state's  American  Indian  residents.  On  the  positive 
side: 

—  Abortion  utilization  remains  law. 

—  Median  age  at  death  is  increasing,  and  the  percentage  of 
deaths  due  to  violent  causes  has  declined. 

—  Nonreservation  Indians  have  recently  experienced  a 
substantial  decline  in  reported  cases  of  gonorrhea. 

But  on  the  negative  side: 

—  Low  education  remains  a  particular  problem  of 
Indians — in  the  general  population,  among  workers, 
and  among  the  mothers  of  newborns. 

—  Relatively  large  family  size  and  overcrowding  persist. 

—  Deaths  from  SIDS,  violent  causes,  and  diabetes  remain 
excessive. 

—  Inadequate  prenatal  care  appears  especially  prevalent 
among  reservation  Indian  mothers. 

—  Excesses  in  fetal  and  neonatal  mortality  largely  involve 
mature-weight  infants  and  low-risk  mothers. 

—  Excesses  in  postneonatal  mortality  involve  all  weight 
and  maternal  categories,  especially  mature-weight 
infants  and  young  mothers. 


—  Infant  loss  among  Indians  is  particularly  excessive  in 
the  presence  of  inadequate  prenatal  care 

Findings  for  infant  loss  among  Indians  are  especially 
interesting;  excesses  are  notable  among  mature-weight 
infants  and  low-risk  mothers,  but  at  the  same  time, 
involve  mothers  with  inadequate  prenatal  care.  This  sug- 
gests that  newborn  sociomedical  factors  are  not  the  larger 
problem;  rather,  environmental  and  general  medical-care 
factors — as  "represented  by"  level  of  prenatal  care — are 
issues  that  need  to  be  addressed.  That  prenatal  care  is  a 
surrogate  for  a  much  broader  spectrum  of  care-related 
factors  seems  an  entirely  reasonable  premise. 
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Census  Counts 


Table  1 

Census  Counts  by  Race 
North  Carolina  1980 


Whites 


Total  Persons  4,457,507 

Persons  in  Households  4,321,132 

Households*  (Occupied  Housing  Units)  1,623,193 

Families**  1,252,752 


Eskimos 

American 

and 

Blacks 

Indians 

Aleuts 

1,318,857 

64,536 

116 

1,266,167 

63,190 

100 

392,002 

17,962 

29 

300,887 

15,299 

11 

*  A  household  consists  of  all  the  persons  who  occupy  a  housing  unit. 

**  A  family  consists  of  a  householder  and  one  or  more  other  persons  living  in 
the  same  household  who  are  related  to  the  householder  by  birth,  marriage,  or 
adoption. 


Table   2 

Health-related   Indicators   by  Race 
North   Carolina,    1980   Census 


Demographics 

Persons : 

Percent  living  in  rural  areas 

Percent  under  age  18 

Percent  65+ 

Median  age 

Percent  males 

Males  per  100  females 

Persons  5+: 

Percent  in  same  county  as  in  1975 

Males:  Percent  in  correctional  institutions 

Economics 


American 

Whites 

Blacks 

Indians 

54.5 

43.1 

77.9 

26.0 

35.0 

38.8 

10.9 

8.6 

5.3 

31. A 

24.7 

23.1 

48.8 

47.5 

49.6 

95.4 

90.4 

98.4 

79.2 

85.6 

86.2 

0.4 

1.6 

1.1 

Employed  persons  16+,  1979: 
Median  earnings:   males 

females 

Persons  15+  with  income,  1979: 
Median  income:  males 

females 

Persons,  except  as  noted  : 
Percent  below  poverty,  1979 
Percent  below  150%  of  poverty,  1979 

Persons*  in  families  with  female  head 

and  no  husband  present: 

Percent  below  poverty,  1979 
Percent  below  150%  of  poverty,  1979 

Families  and  unrelated  individuals 
below  poverty,  1979: 

Median  income 

With  children  under  18 

Percent   receiving   public 

assistance   income 

Percent   receiving  Social 

Security  income 


$12,135 

$8,133 

$8,227 

$7,153 

$6,062 

$5,825 

$10,681 

$6,550 

$6,870 

$5,547 

$3,997 

$4,283 

10.0 

30.4 

27.9 

19.9 

48.6 

47.2 

21.6 
38.7 


48.9 
69.5 


52.4 
72.4 


$3,707 

$3,756 

$4,188 

$4,331 

$4,053 

$4,713 

8.4 

18.4 

12.4 

23.6 

17.0 

14.7 

*Exclude6  persons  In  certain  group  quarters  and  unrelated  individuals  under  15. 


Table  2  Continued 


Education 


Males  18+: 


Percent  high  school  graduates 
Percent  4+  years  college 


Females  18+:  Percent  high  school  graduates 
Percent  4+  years  college 

Family  Structure 

Families: 

Persons  per  family 

Percent  married-couple  families 

Percent  headed  by  a  female 

Percent  with  own  children  under  18 

Percent  with  own  children  under  6 

Percent  headed  by  female  with  own 
children  under  18 


American 

Whites 

Blacks 

Indians 

60.9 

47.5 

41.6 

15.1 

5.4 

5.1 

60.7 

49.7 

44.3 

11. A 

7.0 

4.9 

3.09 

3.80 

3.88 

87.3 

61.5 

74.2 

10.5 

33.8 

20.9 

49.2 

57.7 

66.5 

19.8 

24.6 

32.4 

5.5 


20.7 


13.2 


Persons  under  18:   Percent  who  are  own 
children  in  married-couple  families 


81.6 


49.1 


66.6 


Fertility 
Females  15+: 


Children  ever  born 
per  1 ,000  women 


Females  16-44  in  labor  force: 
Children  ever  born  per  1,000  women 


1,859 


1,216 


2,342 


1,754 


2,614 
1,894 


Housin 


& 


Occupied  housing  units: 
Median  number  of  persons 
Median  number  of  rooms 
Percent  with  1.01+  persons  per  room 
Percent  without  complete  plumbing  for 
household's  exclusive  use 
Percent  owner-occupied 
Median  value  of  owner-occupied  units 
Median  rent  for  renter-occupied  units 


2.39 

2.86 

3.34 

5.3 

4.9 

4.9 

2.4 

12.4 

13.8 

2.2 

11.8 

8.3 

72.8 

51.0 

64.4 

$38,500 

$24,800 

$25,700 

$152 

$102 

$103 

Table  2  Continued 


Labor  Force  Participation 

Persons  16+:  Percent  in  Force,  1980 

Wives  16+:  Percent  in  Force,  1979 

Civilian  Labor  Force  16+,  1980:  Percent 
in 

-  Managerial  or  professional  specialty 

-  Technical,  sales,  and  administrative 
support 

-  Manufacturing  and  related* 

-  Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing 

-  Service  occupations 

Female  heads  of  household  16+  with  own 
children  under  6  and  no  husband  present: 
Percent  in  Labor  Force,  1980 

Employed  persons  16+,  1980: 
Percent  government  workers 
Median  age:   males 

females 
Percent  high  school  graduates:   males 

females 


American 

Whites 

Blacks 

Indians 

65.3 

61.1 

62.3 

63. A 

70.2 

65.3 

20.5 


75.1 


9.9 


61.4 


9.7 


28.0 

14.9 

13.7 

39.2 

48.8 

57.5 

3.1 

4.5 

6.7 

9.0 

21.2 

12.0 

61.7 


14.8 

23.0 

20.0 

36.5 

34.1 

32.6 

35.4 

33.9 

31.8 

64.9 

51.2 

43.7 

70.2 

62.0 

55.3 

Marital  Status 


Females  15+: 
Percent  single 
married 
separated 
widowed 
divorced 

Ever-married  persons  15+: 

Percent  married  more  than  once:   males 

females 


18.0 

33.3 

25.1 

61.3 

39.0 

52.9 

2.6 

8.0 

5.2 

12.7 

14.2 

10.3 

5.3 

5.5 

6.4 

15.3 

12.9 

13.0 

15.4 

12.1 

13.2 

*Precision  production,   craft,  and  repair  occupations;  operators,  fabricators, 
and  laborers. 
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NORTH   CAROLINA 
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«    t    S    I    O   C    -    T 
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1.    TOTAL 
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ANNUAL  FIVC-TCaR 
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,jl  «JI  <3I 
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(«l  <3I 


63434       421TTT  1OO.0  37444       20*117 


OCCUR.     IN    CTATC  4244*       414740 

OCCUR.    OUT    Of    STATC  4*0  «44T 


40.0 
1.2 


34403       2*2200 

T43  3417 


<4I 

(«l 

(51 

(*) 

(71 

<ei 

(91 

100.0 

2*096 

124351 

100.0 

1537 

7803 

100.0 

44.4 

23917 

123340 

99.2 

1547 

7776 

99.6 

1 .* 

179 

1011 

o.e 

10 

29 

0." 

OIATHVCItHT 

UNOCR  1300  CRAMS 
1SC0-244*  CRAMS 
2300*  CRAMS 

UNKNOWN 


1232  *21«  1.3 

3331  27333  *.3 

77239  344004  92.0 

32  190  0.0 


RATCRNAL       CHARACTERISTICS 


330  2*2* 

2*«»  1*44* 

34030  2***«3 

17  loe 


*••  442  3234 

5.1  2355  12129 

»*•*  21085  106906 

0.0  in  ti 


2.6 

29 

122 

1.6 

9.e 

96 

524 

6.7 

07.6 

1432 

7153 

91.7 

0.0 

0 

4 

0.0 

S.     ACC 


UNOCR     1«    TCARS     <AI 
14-S*    TCARS 

S3*  tcars     <ei 

UNKNOWN 


5*07  30317 

74771  374040 

3471  1*370 

3  3* 


7.2 

00.9 

3.4 

0.0 


2347  14332 

32224  2*0304 

2*71  11435 

4  22 


3.0  J721  13413 

41.0  20478  104566 

4.0  e46  4340 

0.0  1  lo 


12.4 

127 

729 

9.3 

64.1 

1364 

6731 

66.3 

3.5 

46 

324 

4.2 

0.0 

0 

1 

0.0 

4.  COUCAYION 


UNOCR  9  TCARS 

<CI 

so«4 

17*20 

*.2 

1420 

11020 

4-11  TCARS 

<OI 

103*3 

101339 

2«.0 

10734 

3*844 

12.  TEARS 

42373 

302*33 

71.7 

»*730 

21*01* 

UNKNOWN 

** 

383 

0.  1 

24 

17* 

3.4  4J0  5513 

20.*  *976  36948 

T3.3  1*156  79717 

0.0  50  171 


4.4 

110 

6J9 

8 

2 

31.3 

555 

J040 

38 

4 

64.1 

690 

4120 

52 

s 

0.2 

2 

6 

0 

1 

3   OUT  Of  WCOCOCK 

YES 

NO 

UNKNOWN 


<CI 


1  72J4 

82**0 

14 

3 

41*0 

1643* 

6**1* 

534310 

80 

* 

33283 

2*72*3 

1 

27 

0 

1 

1 

1* 

*-*   123*6    61295 

'3.*   11326    63043 

0.0       o       11 


49.3 

491 

2223 

26.5 

30.7 

1066 

5580 

71.5 

0.0 

0 

0 

0.0 

PAKI TY 
1 

2-3 

»« 

UNKNOWN 


(F  I 


PACVIOUS  FCTAL  OEATH 

TCS  (61 

NO 

UNKNOWN 


3*221  1*4433 

*00**  701410 

4370  *4*84 

17  223 


*0.1 

2*3*2 

121124 

47.4 

27*35 

136302 

11.8 

3217 

2*30* 

0.0 

12 

162 

1  370* 

48*67 

14.3 

43*1 

*6126 

7013* 

333014 

43.7 

*8077 

234442 

17 

71 

0.0 

6 

47 

«2.3  8635  44949 

**.S  11242  56017 

4.3  5495  21544 

0.1  4  41 


lt.l    3967    20*97 

63.4   20106   103631 

0.0       3        23 


36.1 

511 

2562 

33.1 

46.7 

771 

3627 

49.0 

17.2 

275 

1396 

17.4 

0.0 

0 

0 

0.0 

16.6 

233 

1290 

It. 3 

63. 3 

132* 

6313 

83.3 

0.1 

0 

0 

0.0 

4.    PREVIOUS    LIVE    BORN 
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TCS  (HI 

NO 

UNKNOWN 
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1770  10301 
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1*  213 


*3*««       77J370 


2.* 

47.3 
0.  1 


472  3311 

3****        240*24 

10  ITT 


2**34        !?««** 


1.4  729  4369 

48.0      235*4        119928 

0.1  5  34 


•  3.3       1  7787 


3.3 

35 

296 

3.6 

96  .4 

1502 

73o9 

96.2 

0.1 

0 

0 

0.0 

73.2 
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- 
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<ei 

UNKNOWN 

COlKAT  ION 
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<C  1 

9-11  YCARJ 

101 

12.  YC»AS 

UNKNOWN 

49 

493 

33 

1 


♦  22 

3437 

204 

9 


13.4 

9.4 

17.2 


oO 

2«0 

13 

o 

197 

1209 

11 

0 

341 

2001 

9 

? 

20 

1  Co 

- 

444 


1 


2303 


2343 
22 


0.3 


350 


319 
1 


1052 


ieoo 

6 


H.T 


213 

1009 

270.0 

190 

1097 

233.3 

•4 
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31. • 
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343 

27.3 

132 

736 

2.T 

64 
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3.0 

14 

93 

- 

14 

60 

- 
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10.4 

IS 
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16.3 

392 

2047 

7.9 

263 
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13.9 

32 
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13.4 

22 

114 

26.7 

1 

4 

- 

0 

3 

- 

20 

11* 

10.2 

19 

113 

20.4 

92 

347 

10.0 

103 

373 

14.3 

30 

142*. 

7.3 

219 

1116 

13.6 

7 

30 

- 

9 

46 

- 

10 


14 

0 


0 
13 

1 

0 


9 
73 

7 
0 


9 
32 

41 

7 


64 


64 

0 
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Table  7 

Percentage  Distributions  of  Births  and  Specified  Mortality 
Rates  by  Race  and  Adequacy  of  Prenatal  Care 
North  Carolina,  1979-83  or  1979-82 


Percentage  of  1979-83 
Births: 

Adequate  Care 

Intermediate  Care 

Inadequate  Care 

Unknown  Care 

Fetal  Death  Rate  1979-83 
Adequate  Care 
Intermediate  Care 
Inadequate  Care 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  1979-83 
Adequate  Care 
Intermediate  Care 
Inadequate  Care 

Postneonatal  Death  Rate  1979-82 
Adequate  Care 
Intermediate  Care 
Inadequate  Care 

Infant  Death  Rate  1979-82 
Adequate  Care 
Intermediate  Care 
Inadequate  Care 


Reservation 

Nonres . 

Total 

Whites 

Blacks 

Indians* 

Indians 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

69.0 

77.0 

51.5 

55.7 

56.3 

22.8 

17.4 

34.2 

29.0 

32.0 

6.2 

3.7 

11.7 

12.4 

9.0 

2.3 

2.1 

2.6 

2.9 

2.7 

10.2 

8.3 

14.7 

11.1 

11.3 

7.8 

6.8 

11.5 

10.0 

5.7 

12.2 

10.9 

13.7 

4.8 

13.0 

20.3 

18.0 

22.0 

32.6 

25.8 

9.5 

7.4 

14.2 

12.6 

11.4 

7.5 

6.2 

12.0 

15.1 

9.5 

10.4 

9.1 

12.1 

9.7 

9.7 

16.5 

15.3 

17.3 

11.2 

21.8 

A. 3 

3.3 

6.4 

12.5 

8.2 

3.0 

2.6 

4.2 

6.4 

3.5 

5.9 

4.6 

6.8 

24.8 

13.7 

11.6 

9.6 

12.9 

14.1 

16.2 

13.9 

10.8 

20.8 

19.6 

19.3 

10.6 

8.9 

16.3 

15.9 

12.6 

16.6 

13.8 

19.4 

30.9 

23.8 

28.6 

25.9 

30.7 

14.1 

33.8 

*Rates  for  reservation  Indians  involve  very  small  numbers  of  deaths:  in  total, 
8  fetals  and  9  neonatals  in  1979-83,  7  postneonatals  and  11  infants  in  1979- 
82. 


Table  8 

1979-83  Number  and  Percentage  of  Mothers  With 

Inadequate  Prenatal  Care  by  Race: 

North  Carolina  and  20  Selected  Counties 


Residence 

North  Carolina 
Reservation  Counties 
Nonreservation  Counties 

Selected  Counties 

Bladen 

Columbus 

Cumberland 

Forsyth 

Graham 

Guilford 

Halifax 

Harnett 

Hoke 

Jackson 

Mecklenburg 

Moore 

Onslow 

Richmond 

Robeson 

Sampson 

Scotland 

Swain 

Wake 

Warren 


Ame 

rican 

Total 

Whites 

Blacks 

Indians 

No.   Percent 

No. 

Percent 

No. 

Percent 

No. 

Percent 

26,115 

6.2 

10,586 

3.7 

14,590 

11.7 

730 

9.4** 

161 

5.6 

70 

3.3 

2 

5.4 

89 

12.4** 

25,954 

6.2 

10,116 

3.6 

14,588 

11.7 

641 

9.0** 

197 

9.6 

41 

3.9 

155 

15.8 

1 

2.6 

408 

9.8 

98 

4.2 

298 

17.6 

11 

7.9 

1,263 

4.8 

492 

3.1 

673 

7.3 

44 

8.3** 

446 

2.9 

181 

1.7 

256 

5.2 

7 

9.9* 

27 

5.4 

18 

4.0 

0 

0.0 

9 

19.1* 

757 

3.7 

301 

2.2 

436 

6.4 

11 

7.7* 

441 

9.9 

46 

3.1 

379 

13.5 

16 

9.0** 

431 

9.1 

153 

4.7 

272 

20.0 

5 

7.8 

114 

6.6 

14 

2.7 

70 

7.7 

29 

10.0** 

67 

4.5 

34 

2.8 

2 

8.0 

31 

11.0** 

2,329 

7.6 

761 

4.0 

1,526 

13.9 

16 

9.8* 

256 

7.3 

116 

4.9 

137 

12.7 

1 

1.8 

1,287 

8.9 

794 

7.2 

425 

13.9 

13 

14.9 

277 

8.6 

72 

3.7 

201 

16.5 

3 

9.4 

871 

9.5 

84 

3.8 

39  3 

14.7 

393 

9.3** 

356 

10.0 

113 

5.7 

238 

16.3 

5 

4.7 

221 

8.5 

56 

4.8 

139 

11.9 

26 

10.2** 

67 

7.7 

18 

3.8 

0 

0.0 

49 

12.7** 

892 

4.3 

330 

2.3 

555 

9.6 

5 

10.6 

78 

6.5 

8 

2.4 

67 

8.3 

3 

6.4 

*Signif icantly  higher  than  the  percentage  for  whites,  p<.05. 
**Signif icantly  higher  than  the  percentage  for  whites,  p<.01. 


Table  9 

1979-83  SIDS  Deaths  and  Rates  by  Race*: 
North  Carolina  and  20  Selected  Counties 


Residence 

North  Carolina 
Reservation  Counties 
Nonreservation  Counties 

Selected  Counties 

Bladen 

Columbus 

Cumberland 

Forsyth 

Graham 

Guilford 

Halifax 

Harnett 

Hoke 

Jackson 

Mecklenburg 

Moore 

Onslow 

Richmond 

Robeson 

Sampson 

Scotland 

Swain 

Wake 

Warren 


Amer 

ican 

Total 

Whites 

Blacks 

Indi 

ans 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

720 

1.7 

358 

1.3 

331 

2.7 

27 

3.5** 

7 

2.4 

4 

1.9 

0 

0.0 

3 

4.2 

713 

1.7 

354 

1.2 

331 

2.7 

24 

3.4** 

3 

1.5 

0 

0.0 

3 

3.1 

0 

0.0 

15 

3.6 

2 

0.9 

13 

7.7 

0 

0.0 

46 

1.8 

23 

1.5 

18 

2.0 

3 

5.7 

17 

1.1 

6 

0.6 

11 

2.2 

0 

0.0 

1 

2.0 

1 

2.2 

0 

0.0 

0 

0.0 

34 

1.7 

18 

1.3 

16 

2.3 

0 

0.0 

13 

2.9 

2 

1.4 

11 

3.9 

0 

0.0 

8 

1.7 

4 

1.2 

4 

2.9 

0 

0.0 

4 

2.3 

1 

1.9 

1 

1.1 

2 

6.9 

5 

3.3 

3 

2.5 

0 

0.0 

2 

7.1 

33 

1.1 

6 

0.3 

24 

2.2 

2 

12.2 

6 

1.7 

1 

0.4 

5 

4.6 

0 

0.0 

21 

1.4 

13 

1.2 

7 

2.3 

0 

0.0 

6 

1.9 

1 

0.5 

4 

3.3 

1 

31.3 

21 

2.3 

0 

0.0 

10 

3.7 

11 

2.6 

5 

1.4 

3 

1.5 

2 

1.4 

0 

0.0 

13 

5.0 

4 

3.4 

6 

5.1 

3 

11.7 

1 

1.1 

0 

0.0 

0 

0.0 

1 

2.6 

24 

1.2 

9 

0.6 

15 

2.6 

0 

0.0 

2 

1.7 

0 

0.0 

2 

2.5 

0 

0.0 

*The  rate  is  deaths  per  1,000  live  births,  and  the  year  and  race  apply  to  the 
death  rather  than  the  corresponding  birth. 


**Signif icantly  higher  than  the  rate  for  whites,  p<.01. 


Table  10 

Live  Births,  Percentage  Under  2500  Grams, 
Percentage  to  Mothers  with  Risk.  Factor(s),  and 
Percentage  to  Mothers  with  Inadequate  Prenatal  Care 
North  Carolina,  1979-1983 

Year  of  Birth 

Percent  Change 
Indicator  and  Race       1979      1980      1981     1982     1983       1979-1983 


Number  of  Births 

Total  83,782  84,481  83,752  85,908  83,854  +0.1 

Whites  56,480  57,286  56,756  58,149  57,446  +1.7 

Blacks  25,140  24,946  24,756  25,413  24,096  -4.2 


Reservation  Indians 

132 

145 

143 

142 

153 

+15.9 

Nonreservation  Indians 

1,421 

1,425 

1,389 

1,451 

1,404 

-1.2 

Percent  <2500  Grams 

Total 

8.1 

7.9 

7.9 

8.0 

7.9 

-2.5 

Whites 

6.3 

6.1 

6.0 

6.0 

5.9 

-6.3 

(p<-01) 

Blacks 

12.5 

12.2 

12.2 

12.4 

12.4 

-0.8 

Reservation  Indians 

5.3 

6.9 

9.1 

8.5 

8.5 

+60.4 

Nonreservation  Indians 

8.2 

8.3 

8.4 

8.8 

8.0 

-2.4 

Percent  to  Mothers 

With  Risk  Factor(s) 

Total 

53.6 

53.1 

52.4 

52.7 

52.0 

-3.0 

(P<.01) 

Whites 

44.6 

43.9 

42.9 

43.4 

42.6 

-4.5 

(P<.01) 

Blacks 

73.1 

73.2 

72.9 

72.3 

73.0 

-0.1 

Reservation  Indians 

72.7 

75.2 

79.7 

69.7 

70.6 

-2.9 

Nonreservation  Indians    69.8      69.8      71.3     67.8     67.6      -3.2 
Percent  to  Mothers  with 


Inadequate  Prenatal  Care 

Total 

6.7 

6.5 

6.2 

5.9 

5.7 

-14.9 

(p<-01) 

Whites 

4.0 

3.9 

3.7 

3.6 

3.3 

-17.5 

(P<.01) 

Blacks 

12.8 

12.3 

11.8 

11.0 

10.9 

-14.8 

(p<.01) 

Reservation  Indians 

10.6 

14.5 

13.3 

12.0 

11.8 

+11.3 

Nonreservation  Indians 

9.4 

9.1 

8.9 

8.1 

9.8 

+4.3 

Table  11 

Fetal  Death  Rates  (Numbers  of  Deaths*)  by  Race  and  Year: 

Four  Birth  Cohorts,  North  Carolina,  1979-1983 

Year  of  Birth 

Percent  Change 
Total  Births  1979      1980      1981      1982      1983        1979-1983 


Total 

11.0 

10.3 

10.2 

9.9 

9.7 

-11.8  (p<.01) 

Whites 

8.9 

8.2 

8.1 

8.4 

7.8 

-12.4  (p<.05) 

Blacks 

15.2 

14.5 

14.2 

12.7 

13.8 

-9.2 

Reservation  Indians* 

(1) 

(1) 

(0) 

(2) 

(1) 

Nonreservation  Indians*   (14)      (21)      (10)      (16)      (13) 
Births  Under  2500  Grams 


Total 

84.1 

85.1 

83.5 

82.7 

81.6 

-3.0 

Whites 

80.3 

81.9 

81.3 

86.3 

81.4 

+1.4 

Blacks 

89.6 

89.0 

87.0 

79.7 

83.2 

-7.1 

Reservation  Indians* 

(0) 

(1) 

(0) 

(1) 

(0) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(8) 

(12) 

(7) 

(9) 

(7) 

Mothers  Having  1+ 

Risk  Factors 

Total 

14.0 

12.5 

13.2 

12.4 

12.0 

-14.3  (p<.01) 

Whites 

11.1 

9.7 

10.9 

10.7 

9.8 

-11.7 

Blacks 

18.1 

16.1 

16.6 

14.8 

15.5 

-14.4 

Reservation  Indians* 

(2) 

(0) 

(0) 

(2) 

(1) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(13) 

(18) 

(9) 

(14) 

(10) 

Mothers  With  Inadequate 

Prenatal  Care 

Total 

21.9 

19.2 

21.2 

17.5 

21.6 

-  1.4 

Whites 

20.0 

16.3 

17.3 

16.3 

20.0 

0.0 

Blacks 

22.9 

21.5 

24.7 

18.0 

22.7 

-  0.9 

Reservation  Indians* 

(2) 

(0) 

(0) 

(1) 

(0) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(3) 

(3) 

(2) 

(A) 

(5) 

*For   Indians,   the  small  numbers  of  deaths  render  rate  comparisons  invalid;   thus,   the 
numbers  of  fetal  deaths  are  shown  in  parentheses. 


Table  12 
Neonatal  Death  Rates  (Numbers  of  Deaths*)  by  Race  and  Year: 
Four  Birth  Cohorts,  North  Carolina,  1979-1983 

Year  of  Birth 


Percent  Change 

Total  Births 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1979-1983 



Total 

10.1 

9.8 

8.7 

9.4 

8.7 

-13.9  (p<.01) 

Whites 

7.6 

8.1 

6.9 

6.9 

6.8 

-10.5 

Blacks 

15.6 

13.4 

12.5 

15.0 

12.6 

-19.2  (p<.01) 

Reservation  Indians* 

(1) 

(2) 

(1) 

(0) 

(5) 

Nonreservation 

Indians* 

(18) 

(22) 

(9) 

(14) 

(17) 

Births  Under  2500  Grams 


Total 

95.8 

94.1 

86.7 

91.2 

83.4 

-12.9 

(p<-0 

5) 

Whites 

88.7 

93.2 

84.9 

83.9 

80.0 

-9.8 

Blacks 

104.2 

93.1 

89.3 

100.5 

85.4 

-18.0 

(p<.05) 

Reservation  Indians* 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(0) 

(4) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(14) 

(17) 

(7) 

(10) 

(13) 

Mothers  Having  1+ 

Risk  Factors 

Total 

13.3 

11.6 

11.4 

12.0 

11.4 

-14.3 

(P<.01) 

Whites 

10.5 

9.2 

9.4 

9.0 

9.4 

-10.5 

Blacks 

17.7 

15.2 

14.3 

16.6 

14.2 

-19.8 

Reservation  Indians* 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(0) 

(5) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(10) 

(11) 

(7) 

(11) 

(14) 

Mothers  With  Inadequate 

Prenatal  Care 

Total 

16.0 

16.5 

15.9 

20.8 

13.3 

-16.9 

Whites 

16.4 

16.1 

13.8 

19.5 

10.5 

-36.0 

Blacks 

15.3 

17.3 

17.5 

22.6 

14.1 

-  7.8 

Reservation  Indians* 

(0) 

(0) 

(0) 

(0) 

(1) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(3) 

(1) 

(3) 

(2) 

(5) 

*For   Indians,   the  small  numbers  of  deaths  render  rate  comparisons  invalid; 
numbers  of  neonatal  deaths  are  shown  in  parentheses. 


thus ,   th 


Table  13 

Postneonatal  Death  Rates  (Numbers  of  Deaths*)  by  Race  and  Year: 
Four  Birth  Cohorts,  North  Carolina,  1979-1982** 


Year  of 

Birth 

Percent  Change 

Total  Births 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1979-1982 

Total 

4.6 

4.2 

3.9 

4.1 

-10.9 

Whites 

3.1 

3.3 

3.2 

3.3 

+6.5 

Blacks 

7.7 

6.0 

5.4 

5.6 

-27.3  (p<-01) 

Reservation  Indians* 

(2) 

(2) 

-  (0) 

(3) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(12) 

(ID 

(7) 

(15) 

Births  Under  2500  Grams 

Total 

17.7 

16.8 

17.0 

17.8 

+0.6 

Whites 

10.6 

14.9 

14.8 

16.1 

+51.9 

Blacks 

26.0 

18.1 

18.6 

19.0 

-26.9 

Reservation  Indians* 

(0) 

(1) 

(0) 

(2) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(2) 

(4) 

(3) 

(3) 

Mothers  Having  1  + 

Risk  Factors 

Total 

6.5 

5.9 

5.4 

5.8 

-10.8 

Whites 

4.3 

5.1 

4.8 

5.1 

+  18.6 

Blacks 

9.0 

6.8 

6.2 

6.4 

-28.9  (p<.01) 

Reservation  Indians* 

(2) 

(1) 

(0) 

(3) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 


(11) 


(10) 


(6) 


(ID 


Mothers  With  Inadequate 


Prenatal 

Car 

e 

Total 

11.4 

10.4 

12.3 

12.4 

+  8.8 

Whites 

5.0 

10.9 

10.6 

12.4 

+148.0  (p<.05) 

Blacks 

15.2 

10.0 

13.6 

12.5 

-17.8 

Reservation 

Indians* 

(0) 

(0) 

(0) 

(1) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 


(4) 


(2) 


(1) 


(1) 


*For  Indians,  the  small  numbers  of  deaths  render  rate  comparisons  invalid;  thus, 
the  numbers  of  postneonatal  deaths  are  shown  in  parentheses. 

**Since  death  files  for  1984  are  not  yet  closed,   postneonatal  deaths  among  the 
1983  birth  cohort  are  incomplete. 


Table  14 

Infant  Death  Rates  (Numbers  of  Deaths*)  by  Race  and  Year: 
Four  Birth  Cohorts,  North  Carolina,  1979-1982** 


Year  of 

Bii 

rth 

Percent  Change 

Total  Births 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1979-1982 

Total 

14.7 

14.0 

12.5 

13.5 

-8.2  (p<.05) 

Whites 

10.7 

11.3 

10.1 

10.2 

-4.7 

Blacks 

23.1 

19.3 

17.8 

20.5 

-11.3  (p<.05) 

Reservation  Indians* 

(3) 

(4) 

(1) 

(3) 

Nonreservation 

Indians* 

(30) 

(33) 

(16) 

(29) 

Births  Under  2500  Grams 


Total 

111.8 

109.3 

102.2 

107.3 

Whites 

98.3 

106.7 

98.5 

98.7 

Blacks 

127.4 

109.5 

106.2 

117.6 

Reservation  Indians* 

(1) 

(2) 

(1) 

(2) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(16) 

(21) 

(10) 

(13) 

Mothers  Having  1+ 
Risk  Factors 

Total 

19.6 

17.4 

16.7 

17.7 

Whites 

14.8 

14.2 

14.2 

14.0 

Blacks 

26.6 

21.8 

20.4 

22.9 

Reservation  Indians* 

(3) 

(2) 

(1) 

(3) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(21) 

(21) 

(13) 

(22) 

Mothers  With  Inadequate 
Prenatal  Care 

Total 

27.2 

26.7 

28.0 

32.9 

Whites 

21.2 

26.9 

24.3 

31.7 

Blacks 

30.3 

27.2 

30.8 

34.8 

Reservation  Indians* 

(0) 

(0) 

(0) 

(1) 

Nonreservation  Indians* 

(7) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

-4.0 
+0.4 
-7.7 


-9.7   (p<.05) 
-5.4 
-13.9   (p<.05) 


+21.0 

+49.5   (p<.05) 

+14.9 


*For  Indians,   the  small  numbers  of  death  render  rate  comparisons  invalid;  thus, 
the  numbers  of  infant  deaths  are  shown  in  parentheses. 

**Since  death  files  for  1984  are  not  yet  closed,   postneonatal  deaths  among   the 
1983  birth  cohort  are  incomplete. 
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